
East Bay Charter Township  

Summer 2021  

Newsletter 

 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  

Closed on Friday and the following up coming holiday dates: 

July 5, September 6, November 11, 24, and 25 

 

Annual license is required for all Short-term Rentals  

The Short-term Rental (STR) Licensing Ordinance was approved by the Board of Trustees on July 8, 2019. All prop-

erty owners who wish to operate a short-term rental in East Bay Township must first obtain a STR License. All li-

censes and annual renewals are $350 and detailed instructions for online licensing and renewal can be found at 

www.eastbaytwp.org/short-term_rental_registration. Short-term dwellings that meet other criteria such as bed 

and breakfast establishments, cabin courts, or resort condominiums may be exempt from the short-term rental 

licensing requirement. East Bay Township continually strives to balance the positive impact short-term rentals 

can have on tourism and helping offset the expense of property ownership while still promoting strong year-

round neighborhoods.  

Support for Neighborhood Associations 

Neighborhood associations, and other similar neighborhood groups, are welcome to hold association meetings 

at the Township Hall. Please call the township office to inquire about reserving a conference room. Additionally, 

if your neighborhood has an Architectural Control Committee, please keep current contact information on file 

with the Planning & Zoning Department. The P&Z Department keeps a record of neighborhood associations and 

contact information to refer new residents and potential property owners who may have questions. 

Food Trucks are Welcome in East Bay 

Mobile food vending is increasing in popularity and East Bay Township is 

no exception. Successful food trucks have taken up residence along the 

U.S. 31 corridor in East Bay over the past few years. Food trucks provide 

opportunities for entrepreneurs with low start-up costs, add vibrancy and 

activity to underused sites, and food access in areas underserved by tradi-

tional restaurants is expanded. An ordinance to permit mobile food vehi-

cles and food courts in commercial and industrial zoning districts in East 

Bay Township was approved in February 2021. A simple land use permit is 

needed to place one food truck on a commercial or industrial property. For those interested in having a food 

court with three or more vehicles, site plan review with the Planning Commission is required. Certain standards 

related to distance from schools and residences, hours of operation, and lighting apply. Please contact the Plan-

ning & Zoning Department to learn more or apply for a license.  

 What runs 7-days per week 

from 6 am to 9 pm? 

The Bayline! 

Visit bata.net for 
the schedule 

 

Catch it on US 31 N and,  
oh yeah, it’s free! 



 

For emergencies 

always call 911 

Non-emergent Calls 

(231) 947-0299 

2020 Year in Review 
 

2020 proved to be a challenging year for the Grand Traverse Metro Fire Department, as it 
was for everyone. The year began as normal and soon turned challenging with the Covid 
outbreak. Metro’s team worked to find solutions to keep employees safe while responding 
to medical emergencies, including those with Covid-positive patients. Challenges included 
PPE shortages and developing policies appropriate for the pandemic. All non-essential ad-
ministration and fire prevention staff worked from home or reassigned as inspections and 

public education appearances were suspended. On-line virtual public education and virtual inspection methods 
were developed to keep employees and the community safe while still delivering fire prevention messages. 
 

Once the stay-at-home order was lifted, medical calls increased beyond normal levels.  The tourist industry was 
very busy which led to an increase in water-rescue calls over normal years. Fall season brought another spike in 
Covid cases, including an outbreak within the department which led to staffing challenges. 
 

During the spring stay-at-home order, medical calls decreased significantly while residential fires increased over a 
normal year.  These are respectively attributed to a fear of being in the hospital setting and more people at home 
doing projects and cooking. 2020 year-end numbers show Metro responded to 5,010 emergencies which, unfortu-
nately, is an all-time high. 

 

In 2020, Metro said goodbye to Executive Assistant/Humans Resources Director Marcia Schwind who retired after 
28 years of service.  Metro thanks Marcia for her service and dedication! Additionally, Metro welcomed Stacey 
Bird who was hired to fill the vacancy and had one week on the job when Covid shutdowns hit. Her role became 
vital to helping develop policies related to new rules and laws required by the pandemic. 

 

While 2020 was certainly a challenge, it also brought an outpouring of community support.  From meals and treats 
delivered to fire stations, to distilleries providing hand sanitizers, and local and national retailers prioritizing deliv-
eries to keep Metro stocked with cleaning products. Thank you all for the support at such a critical time! 

Water Safety in   

East Bay Parks 

Northwest Michigan Water 

Safety Network provided East 

Bay Township Gen’s and Ar-

butus No. 5 Parks with water 

rescue stations equipped with 

safety directions and USCG-

approved ring buoys. Check 

the stations out, read the di-

rections before they are needed, report any missing 

buoy to the township office and, remember, a stolen 

buoy is a stolen life. 
 

Since there has not been a Pan-

cake Breakfast the last couple of 

springs, it will be held this fall!  

Save the Date 

September 26, 2021 

East Bay Ambulance is an Advanced Life Support emer-

gency medical service. The last thing to worry about in 

a medical emergency is money. That is why township 

residents are not charged beyond what their insurance 

will pay when they call for help. 

East Bay Station 9 

110 High Lake Road 

Non-emergency Phone Numbers: 

Ambulance: 231-947-0299 

Community Police Officers: 231-947-3631 

Fire: 231-947-0125 

 Watch the East Bay website for the next Coffee with a Cop! 



Election News 

 Currently, there are no scheduled elections is 2021. It is still possible that a Special November Election could be 

called but, at this point, it is not likely. 

 While East Bay Township has seen population growth and increased voter participation, final reports are due 

shortly from the Census Bureau and State Redistricting Committee which determine if and when any precinct 

changes will be necessary. Any changes will be published and posted to the Township’s website. Voters who 

are affected will be informed by sending required notifications. 

 If you would like to receive an Absentee Voter Ballot Application approximately ten weeks before every elec-

tion, and have not already done so, visit eastbaytwp.org to download the request to be on the permanent ab-

sent voter list and return it to the township office. This is an excellent way to never miss an election.  

East Bay Branch Library 
 

After more than a year of closures and 
limited service, the East Bay Branch Li-
brary has reopened to the public! Pa-
trons are now invited to come inside the 
building. Curbside service will still be 
offered for those who prefer it.  Don't 
forget to sign up for the Summer Read-
ing Club! Call the library at 231-922-2085 
or visit tadl.org for information on how 
to participate in fun events and enter to 
win prizes.  

AFTER 

 

BEFORE 

Studies show: 

• A home with curb appeal can increase the perceived value 

by 5 to 11% 

• Landscaping can add 14% to a home’s value 

• Homes with maintained landscapes sell faster 

• Landscape had the highest correlation with occupancy of 

rental homes than any other variable 

• Properly selected and placed plants can lower home 

heating & cooling costs by up to 20% 

The Secrets, and $$$, to Curb Appeal 
• Have an inviting entrance 

• Clean or paint your front door 

• Update porch & garage lights 

• Clean or get a new mailbox 

• Crisp and easy-to-read house numbers 

• Freshen Your porch or deck 

• Maintain your lawn 

• Trim hedges, weeds, keep landscape inviting 

• Add landscape lighting , solar or up lighting 

On December 2, 2020, the Michigan Natu-
ral Resources Trust Fund Board awarded 
East Bay Township $300,000 in grant 
funds for improvements to Arbutus Lake 
No. 5 Park. Improvements will include a 
bathroom, improved accessible walkways, 
picnic tables, informational signage, fish-
ing pier and universally accessible kayak 
launch. 

The Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund provides a funding source for outdoor recreational projects and 
acquisitions, with funds derived from royalties on the sale and lease 
of state-owned minerals, primarily oil and gas. Since the fund’s incep-
tion, over 1200 greenspaces have been improved with over $1.2 bil-
lion in funding. 

http://tadl.org/


Have you ever wondered how to know when topics are on the Township’s agenda?  The Planning Commission? The Parks 
Commission? The Zoning Board of Appeals?  Here’s an easy way to stay up to date, visit the township’s website and  sign 
up for email alerts.  Go to eastbaytwpmi.documents-on-demand.com and pick which board or commission and page top-
ic from which you would like to receive alerts.  Every time a document is uploaded to this topic, you receive an alert.  

Supervisor   Beth Friend    bfriend@eastbaytwp.org         
Office Administrator  To Be Announced  
Clerk/Deputy Clerk  Susanne Courtade/Holly Couturier  scourtade@eastbaytwp.org/hcouturier@eastbaytwp.org 

Treasurer/Deputy Treasurer Tracey Bartlett/Deb Hamilton  tbartlett@eastbaytwp.org/dhamilton@eastbaytwp.org              

Planner    Claire Karner    ckarner@eastbaytwp.org  

Zoning Administrator  To Be Announced    

P & Z Office Specialist    Leslie Couturier    lcouturier@eastbaytwp.org        

Assessor s   Susan Karakos/Joel Bremer  skarakos@gtcountymi.gov/jbremer@gtcountymi.gov        

Building/Grounds  Bob Burns    rburns@eastbaytwp.org 

East Bay Charter Township, 1965 N. Three Mile Road, Traverse City, Michigan 49696 

Office hours are Monday - Thursday 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., closed on Fridays, visit eastbaytwp.org for holidays 

Township Office Main Number (231) 947-8647            Planning & Zoning (231) 947-8681 

NON-EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Ambulance: East Bay Ambulance: 231-947-0299 
Fire: Grand Traverse Metro Emergency Services Authority (GT Metro): 231-947-3000 
Police: East Bay Township Community Police Officers: 231- 947-3631 or 
Grand Traverse County Sheriff’s Office: 231-995-5000 or Non-Emergency Dispatch at 231-922-4550 

Boards and Commissions Meeting Days and Times 

Board of Trustees meets the 2nd Monday   Zoning Board of Appeals  meets on an as-needed 

of each month at 6:30 p.m.     basis on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Planning Commission meets the 1st Tuesday   Park Commission meets the 3rd Monday of each 

of each month at 6:30 p.m.     month at 6:00 p.m. 

Regularly scheduled meetings are held in south meeting room at the township hall. 

Always check the website calendar for any changes to dates/times/locations due to elections and holidays. 

Watch meetings on local access cable television on channel 191 or on the computer at www.tacm.tv.  

What do you need to know about  

Property Taxes? 

Tax bills are sent out July 1st and December 1st 
and, respectively, are due September 14th and 
February 14th every year.  There are several 
ways to pay tax bills:  escrow, check, cash, cred-
it card and automatic bill pay.   If you have any 
questions concerning your taxes, contact the 
Treasurer’s Office  at 231-947-8647 or tbart-
lett@eastbaytwp.org. 

Brush and Yard Waste Passes 

East Bay Township is offering residents a 
fee-free yard waste pass to help with 
spring and fall cleanups.  Each property 
owner requesting a pass will receive two 
passes. Each pass allows disposal of 
three cubic yards at one time.  Once the 
passes are received, please put them in 
a safe place as once they have been is-
sued for a property, replacement or ad-
ditional passes will not be issued.  

Visit the Little Libraries in every 

East Bay Township Park! 

Pine Grove 

Gen’s 

Grace Macdonald 

Arbutus No. 5 

Killingsworth 

When can Fireworks be enjoyed? 

• December 31, beginning 11 am through 

January 1 at 1 am. 

•  Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Memorial 

Day, from 11 am to 11:45 pm 

•  June 29 through July 4, from 11 am to 11:45 pm 

•  If July 5 falls on a Friday or Saturday, then July 5 from      

11 am to 11:45 am.  

•  Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Labor Day from 11 am to 

11:45 pm 

Receptionist Val Hendges retired 
from East Bay Township this 
spring. Thank 
you to Val for 
having a smile 
and cheery 
hello for everyone 
walking in the 
door. And, as she headed to enjoy 
time with family and friends, a 
thank you to Roy’s General Store 
for helping the township send Val 
off in style!  


